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SUBJ: REFERENCE NEWS CARRIES REPORT ON INDIAN EARTHQUAKE 
CONFERENCE 

1 . THE FEBRUARY 3 ISSUE OF CHINA S RESTRICTED-CIRCULATION 
DAILY WRAPUP OF FOREIGN PRESS NEWS TS'AN-KAO HSIAO-HSI 
(REFERENCE NEWS) CARRIES A LONG TANJUG PIECE ON THE 6TH 
WORLD CONFERENCE ON ANTI-EARTHQUAKE CONSTRUCTION WHICH 
CLOSED IN NEW DELHI ON JANUARY 27. THE ARTICLE S LEAD 
PARAGRAPH NOTED THAT THE EARTHQUAKE SPECIALISTS ATTENDING 
THE CONFERENCE "UNANIMOUSLY HELD" THAT "CONTEMPORARY 
SCIENCE HAS NO MEANS OF ACCURATE AND ERROR-FREE PREDIC- 
TIONS THAT SEVERE QUAKES WILL OCCURE IN A CERTAIN PLACE 

AT A CERTAIN TIME." THE ARTLCLE ALSO MENTIONS THAT 
WHILE CHINESE SCIENTISTS DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE 
CONFERENCE, THE EXPERIENCE OF CHINESE SCIENTISTS HAD 
BEEN STUDIED WITH PARTICULAR INTEREST. WHILE 
CHINESE EARTHQUAKE SPECIALISTS HAD FAILED TO 
PREDICT THE TANGSHAN QUAKE, THEY HAD REGISTERED 
"CONCRETE ACCOMPLISHMENTS" IN FORECASTING TEN OTHER 
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QUAKES. 

2. COMMENT: THROUGHOUT CHINA THERE CONTINUES TO 
BE INTENSE INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT OF EARTHQUAKES- 
COUPLED WITH CONSIDERABLE FEAR AND EXTRAORDINARY 
PRECAUTIONS. DURING RECENT VISIT TO SIAN, WHERE 
EARTHQUAKE WARNINGS HAD PUT RESIDENTS IN THE STREETS 
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LAST AUTUMN, USLO OFFICER OBSERVED NEW ANTI-QUAKE 
SHELTERS ALONG ALL MAJOR ARTERIES. CHINA TRAVEL 
SERVICE (CTS) GUIDE EMPHASIZED THAT THE SHELTERS 
WERE MERELY PRECAUTIONARY. BUT EVENING STROLLS 
CONFIRMED THAT NEARLY ALL WERE IN FACT OCCUPIED. 

IN NANKING, SIMILAR CONSTRUCTION ON A SMALLER SCALE 
CONTINUES. THERE THE CTS GUIDE MAINTAINED THAT THE 
ACTIVITY WAS SPONTANEOUS, A RESULT OF "POPULAR FEAR" 

FOLLOWING REPORTS ON THE DEVASTATION AT TANGSHAN. 

AND IN PEKING CONSTRUCTION OF SEMI-PERMANENT SHELTERS 
ALSO CONTINUES. 

3. THE DECISION BY THE REFERENCE NEWS EDITORS TO 
PUBLISH THE ARTICLE ON THE INDIAN EARTHQUAKE CONFERENCE 
PRESUMABLY REFLECTS BOTH OFFICIAL AWARENESS OF 
WIDESPREAD CONCERN AND A DESIRE TO MAKE PLAIN, 

ALBEIT SEMI-OFFICIALLY, THAT THE PEKING AUTHORITIES 
MAKE NO CLAIM OF ABILITY TO PREDICT A NEW QUAKE. 
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